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On the Logic of Random, in the context of animation making
NV Fr—IU (RREBMAKFERE TSR

F—J—R
inspiration, fortune-telling, logic, straight-ahead

KRR

"At the 2025 Fall conference in Shin-Chitose, I ended my presentation with
an open ended question. I said that inspiration is commonly believed to
come from the past. But in my experience as an artist, it can also come from
the future. I referred to this phenomenon as ‘reverse-inspiration.” From this
perspective, art engages not only with what is known, but with what remains
unknown—positioning it closer to the future than the past.

In an interview, regarding his editing technique, the experimental film
director Jonas Mekas says: ‘ Randomness has a logic that we cannot
understand yet.” In his definition the concepts of random and logic are not
opposite but related for art-making.

Both experimental art and fortune-telling use interacting with the random
as a tool, but art-making has a much more subtler way of intending for
meaning to exist. Fortune-telling requires a certain research question
before the random answer appears, whereas in the case of art, the random
answer appears to the artist as inspiration to make the artwork before the
question may appear. They have a different relationship with intention,
even though they both use randomness for inspiration.

Etymologically, the root of Random is associated with rushing, running,
great speed or acting without aim. At the root of the word, randomness is
connected with movement and motion. When we are running towards our
goal or intention, everything else that we pass by are random, all the
buildings, signs, people, trees are seen in motion blur for brief seconds, in
moving-image terms: for a few frames. For this reason animation is the
perfect medium for random to appear, and be used to investigate
conceptually.

In this presentation, I would like to continue from my previous question
thinking on the nature of inspiration, using random as a tool and a concept
for making straight-ahead animations. Using Mekas’ description of the logic
of the random, I want to untangle the concepts of an unknown logic versus
intention, knowing and not-knowing in the process of making animation
frames.

2025 FHOHTFRCOERICEVWT AEIRROREEA—T VI UROBLTRESHILY
FUR— M. AV REL—Y3VIEBENSKZIEDEEEZSNTVWERT ULH L. P—T 1
AREUTDIDRBRERTIE. ZNUEEKRENSEFINFDIEDTI FEIZDRREEA AL —
23 (reverse-inspiration) JEMFUE Uz, COBEN ST D& =MIIEEHMDEDE T TR
KREHSNTLWERVWEDEEEAND > THY BELVELUAREIGEWVIEBICHDEEZAE
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AENEEPERICAN D TEITLVDES BYBITTLWIRTOED—EY). &% AX.
ARLY—IE FAD—BEDE—3 0 TS5—EULTHEINE T MEMICEZIX, ENEETL—L4A
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